HISTORY OF THE U.S. SUBMARINE VETERANS WWII
NATIONAL MEMORIAL EAST

1957 U.S. SUBMARINE VETERANS WWII National President Bob Link established a Submarine Memorial Committee. It was their decision the submarine, USS Flasher (SS249), moored in the Reserve Fleet at the U.S. Naval Submarine Base, Groton, CT, available from the U.S. Navy and approved by Congress, would be chosen to be the Submarine Memorial with the site to be in Groton. Knowing it would be a multi-million dollar project, a goal of $2 million was established.
Friday 4 November 1960 
Original site chosen along the bank of the Thames River for the FLASHER MEMORIAL
Saturday 2 November 1960 FLASHER MEMORIAL Fund raising kickoff dinner held at the Gam Restaurant Ocean Beach Park. LT. Governor Dempsey was the principal speaker.

August 1961 Name of Memorial officially changed from FLASHER MEMORIAL to U.S. SUBMARINE MEMORIAL  at the SUBVETS WWII National Convention in Dallas in late August. 

14 April 1962 USS FLASHER (SSN 613) Keel laid at Electric Boat
27 Sep 1962 CNO Directs stripping of USS FLASHER SS 249. All Stripping is to be completed by 11 Nov 1962.

28 Sep 1962. SV WWII National Commander D.J. Negri requests a reasonable extension of the disposal of USS FLASHER (SS 249).

4 October BUSHIPS directs that the stripping of FLASHER be suspended. That a complete status Report be submitted by 1 Dec 1962.

9 October Curator for the Department of the Navy requests the conning tower and other items be removed to set up at the Naval Historical Display Center a Memorial to all WWII Submarines.

29 Nov 1962 SV WWII National Commander D.J. Negri reluctantly advices BUSHIPS  of the organizations decision to abandon the FLASHER Project. However they request that direct liason W/ CO SUBASE New London be authorized to procure for future display to the public such items of historical value as deemed appropriate by the CO. 

14 Dec 1962, CNO Authorizes CO SUBASE to resume stripping of FLASHER (SS 249)

11 Jan 1963, CO SUBASE requests that a new date of 1 Feb 1963 be set for the completion of stripping of FLASHER (SS 249)

3 Jan 1963 Fire onboard USS FLASHER SS 249 at SUBASE New London. No impact on Memorial.
30 Jan 1963, CNO requests information on the status and weight of the USS FLASHER CONNING TOWER. The estimates are that the Conning Tower is 19K. With the shears and bridge the total weight is 23K.

1 February the Curator for the Department of the Navy requests the CONNING Tower of USS FLASHER.

5 Feb 1963, CO SUBASE advises the Curator for the Department of the Navy that the fairwater structure has been removed. That there was a small fire from the cutting torches. CO SUBASE advises that they will retain the fairwater structure including the shears for possible use on the Base, or locally for public relations purposes. He suggests that this may even be a solution to the Submarine Veterans interest.
6 Feb 1963 CO SUBASE reports that the FLASHER has completed stripping and is ready for disposal.

17 Apr 1963, Curator for the Department of the Navy cancels request for the FLASHER Conning tower.

June 1963 USS FLASHER (SS 249) Hull is sold for scrap to Intercontinental Engineering and Manufacturing CO of Kansas City MO. For an estimated $41,000.00.
22 June 1963 8:00 AM  Hull of USS FLASHER (SS 249) is towed from her berth at the Submarine Base at sea for the last time. FLASHER is being towed to New Jersey.

22 June 1963 10:51 am USS FLASHER SSN 613 is launched at Electric Boat. The hull of her predecessor USS FLASHER SS 249, once designated to be the shrine of the U.S. SUBMARINE VETERANS WWII Memorial now just a stripped hulk is already miles out to sea being towed to disposal.
4 July 1964 U.S. SUBMARINE MEMORIAL Dedicated at NAUTILUS Park on Route 12. Principal Speaker was RADM Vernon L. Lowrance Dept. Commander Submarine Force U.S. ATLANTIC Fleet.

19 March 1974 Plans were approved by the Groton City Council to move the Submarine Memorial from Route 12 to Bridge and Thames Street. Project Completion date 1 August.

27 June 1974 Conning Tower removed from Route 12 site, put at it’s new site on Bridge Street and Thames Street. Cost estimated at $10,000.00

28 September 1974 Memorial Re-dedicated in the city of Groton CT.

14 October  1992 Idea for the Wall of Honor is presented to Thames River Chapter SV WWII

02 September 1995 Wall of Honor dedicated at the National Memorial East.
14 April 2002 Thames River Chapter SUBVETS WWII votes to transfer funds to U.S. SUBVETS Groton Base. 
11 Nov 2002 $50,000.00 is transferred from the SV WWII to the City of Groton for a trust fund to pay for the Maintenance of the National Submarine Memorial East in perpetuity.

29 May 2003 The responsibility of Maintenance and preservation for the National Submarine Memorial East is transferred from the Thames River Chapter of SUBVETS WWII to U.S. SUBVETS Groton Base.

