Remembering The USS Triton

On Veterans Day, veterans unveil memorial to World War II sub
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by Tim Cook
John Deane, Thames River commander of the United States Submarine Veterans of World War II, thanks Elna McKenzie Roop, widow of Lloyd McKenzie, a submariner lost on the USS Triton, after she helped unveil a memorial to the submarine in Groton on Saturday. The Triton reported that it was shadowing a Japanese convoy in World War II and was never heard from again.
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by Tim Cook
•Submarine Veterans Color Guard member Sean Farrell holds the American flag in front of the Wall of Honor at the U.S. Submarine Veterans World War II National Memorial East in Groton on Saturday.
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by Tim Cook
Elna McKenzie Roop touches the memorial to the USS Triton that was unveiled at the National Submarine Memorial East in Groton.
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Groton — The USS Triton, a submarine on patrol just off the Solomon Islands in the South Pacific, spotted a convoy of Japanese freighters and began to pursue. 
It was never heard from again. 
The last communiqué from the Triton came on March 11, 1943, when it signaled it was chasing the freighters. A month later, when it failed to show up in Australia on its scheduled return, the ship and its 74 crewmembers were considered lost at sea. 

The Triton has become something of a state heirloom for Connecticut. After World War II, the 52 submarines lost in battle were divvied out to each state, with California and New York receiving two. The Nutmeg State took on the task of eulogizing the Triton. 

That duty was fulfilled Saturday, when the local chapter of the U.S. Submarine Veterans dedicated a new stone monument to the ship's lost men at the submarine memorial along Thames Street during their annual Veterans Day commemoration. 

Sunny skies greeted the nearly one hundred people present. 

Veterans from as far back as World War II sat in the audience surrounded by a cadre of submarine sailors, each holding a flag dedicated to a lost ship. 

The new stone tablet now sits between the conning tower of the USS Flasher and the polished granite memorial listing the names of all submariners who died while on duty. 

Rear Adm. Cecil D. Haney, the recently appointed commander of Submarine Group II stationed at the nearby Naval Submarine Base, praised military men and women for their service in his keynote address. 

“It is the veteran who truly understands the price of freedom, having stood in harm's way,” he said. 

The current conflict in Iraq remained just under the surface of the ceremony. 

“This war puts a hard sense of reality on what Veterans Day is about,” said John Carcioppolo, the Groton base commander for the submarine veterans. 

Haney said nine submarines were currently deployed in connection with the war and counterterrorism efforts. 

“Those sailors are serving you and our great nation admirably,” he told the audience. 

Before its loss, the Triton was credited with delivering serious damage to the Japanese navy. 

The submarine sank 16 ships, mostly freighters navigating through the South Pacific, during its five patrols. 

It left Brisbane, Australia, on Feb. 16, 1943. On March 11, it sent the message “Two groups of smokes, five or more ships each, plus escorts ... I am chasing.” Two days later the Navy command warned the Triton that three Japanese destroyers had been spotted in its vicinity. The message was never acknowledged. 

On March 25 the submarine was ordered to return to Brisbane. Its silence continued, and on April 10, 1943, when it did not come home, the Triton was considered lost. 

For Jack Clutchfield of New York, Saturday's ceremony was personal. His mother had been pregnant with him when his father, Lt. John R. Clutchfield, went down with the ship. 

“It means a lot to me,” he said. “I'm his namesake.” [image: image12.png]



