Sea Scout Ship Dragon, SSS 584


Introduction
Sea Scouting is adventure on sea and land. Sea Scouting is part of the Boy Scouts of America and is a co-education program, offered to young adults between the ages of 14 and 21. It's a chance to learn and have fun at the same time.

Sea Scouting is organized to promote better citizenship and to improve members' boating skills and knowledge. These objectives are accomplished through instruction and practice in water safety, boating skills, outdoor, social, and service experiences, and knowledge of our maritime heritage. This occurs through association with others of the same age and with adults who provide the necessary instruction and leadership.
Young men and women, known as a crew, can learn to sail, to row, and to keep a boat in shape; they can cruise local waters or go sailing on long cruises far from home. They can learn to Scuba dive and take care of boats. They will be active in camping, social events, tours, regattas, excursions, and seamanship contests. They will also have a chance to develop maritime skills that can lead to careers later on.

Our sponsor provides a meeting place in the Submarine Veterans Base at 40 School Street in Groton City, CT. Meetings are 1900 hr to 2100 hr. on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Monday of the month. The ship’s policies are determined by an advisory committee made up of parents, ship officers, ship petty officers, and a representative of the sponsor. Our ship does not own a boat for cruising. But until a boat is available, we depend on the availability boats from other organizations.
Regular participation is required of all members, since benefits are proportional to the efforts put forth by each member. Attendance at week night meetings is mandatory for two reasons: first, it is not possible to plan an effective program unless there is some certainty of who will participate; second, adult leaders are not willing to spend their time and money on youth unless the youth are equally willing to give their time and enthusiasm.

Sea Scouts normally requires a minimum of about 8 hours per month of a crew member’s time. Monday night meetings take 2 hours each, and cruises, work parties and service activities take the rest. Most crew members wish to participate to a greater extent.
Liability insurance is provided covering ship operation, and each crew member is covered by an accident insurance policy while participating in Sea Scout activities. While crew members are encouraged to pursue non-hazardous activities by themselves, all regular Sea Scout activities are supervised by mature adults.
Uniforms are worn at most regular Sea Scout activities. Each crew member must be prepared to buy the necessary uniforms when entering and to maintain them thereafter. The dress blues are owned by the ship and loaned to each crew member, because this uniform is expensive and difficulty to obtain.

Dues are collected on an annual basis for registration and insurance. There are a few other expenses paid for by those on activities and cruise. A part of proceeds from Scout Popcorn Sales is paid to crew members participating and may be used to pay for any Sea Scout expenses.  Ship maintenance cost and other ship expenses are paid from proceeds of selling donated boats and gear.
